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AMATEUR WINEMAKERS AND BREWERS 
CLUB OF ADELAIDE INC. 

PATRON: SCOTT HEIDRICH 

Next Meeting:  Tuesday 2 September 2025 Newsletter 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Competitions, Speaker & Supper this Month 
September 2025 

  
*New rules for competition entries as of July 2025* 
Details were sent to members by email. Essentially the changes are: 
Entry via a Google form, no longer by emailing or texting the convenor, and no entries on the 
night. The reasons are to streamline the process and give the convenor time to print labels etc. 

Please enter via the competition portal 4 days prior to the meeting ie Friday 29th August 2025: 

September competition: https://forms.gle/4fBcyNKpTBXtqXjx8  Belgian beer (or any other beer 
not in another competition). Limit: 5 entries 

 

 

 Competition: 
Belgian Beer          
(or any other beer not 
in another competition) 

                    

Judge tba 

 

 

  

When:  Meetings held on the first Tuesday of each month from 8.00 pm start – 10:30pm finish (no early arrivals) 
Where:  Clarence Park Community Centre, corner of East Ave & Canterbury Terrace, Black Forest.  
How: Check out our website Adelaide Ferment: http://awbca.org.au  for our Calendar and photos and lots of information  

Please bring your wines/beers to share for others to taste and comment and discuss with others how you made them, problems you had, or 
where you purchased them from and price you paid etc.-.a great chance to chat about anything wine and beer (and food too if you wish). 

Join us to taste our beers and wines and enjoy them with a small supper 

Supper: 
 Creamy Chicken Pasta 

 

By Gavin Pennell 

Club Bottling 

There will be a tasting of the Snob 
wine to be bottled on 26 October at 
the September meeting. It is a 2022 

Stephen Black Shiraz from 
Greenock Creek. 

Promote to friends and family and 
get your orders in to Michael soon! 

 

Annual Subscriptions:   
$30 for members ($25 concession)

 
BSB: 035-048 
Acct # 00 23 00 40 
The Amateur Winemakers and 
Brewers Club of Adelaide Inc. 

Speaker: 
Kaaren Palmer 
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Competition Winners for August 2025 – Congratulations! 
Judges: Sid Parchare and Sam Watkins 

Liqueur Results:  
1st Peter Tilsley Limoncello  19 points Gold 

2nd Gavin Pennell Cherry/Raspberry 18.5 points Gold 

3rd  Peter Tilsley Tahitian Lime  18 points Gold 
 

Fortified Results: 

1st Joe Alvino       Vintage Fortified 2022 19 points Gold 

2nd Joe Alvino       Tawny Fortified NV 18.5 Gold 

3rd Gavin Pennell Tawny Port 17 points 

        

Fortified      Liqueurs    Post-judging 

  

 

 Diary Dates: Keep these dates free  
1st Tuesday in month - Club meeting 

 
 

NEXT MEETING or date to remember 

• 2nd September Meeting 

• 7th October Meeting 

• 17-19 October Coonawarra Bus Trip 

 

Message from the Secretary: 

Could anyone who has an item of ‘New 
Business’ to put on the agenda please 
send it to the Club Secretary (Michael) 
secretary@awbca.org.au a few days 
BEFORE the general meeting, so the 
agenda can be organised ahead of 

time       
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The Cake Off was amazing! 
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Coonawarra Bus trip – Current status 

Dates: Friday 17th Oct pickup at Unley shopping Centre Woolworths loading dock leaving at 
8.30am. Return Sunday 19th Oct at Unley 6.30-7pm. Travel is in a Luxury Coach 34 seats. 

Accommodation is 2 nights in Penola at Coonawarra Place Motor Inn.  
Single room supplement - Cost has been reduced by $10 by the committee due to an increase in 
numbers attending. Total now owing is $270 ea. How good is that! 
 
A list of wineries for tasting are as follows: Landaire, Banks Thargo, Koonara, Majella, Patricks, 
Zema, Rymill, Raidis – see separate email for details of itinerary 

Friday lunch is Chicken cold pack OR Subway salad role 
Friday Tea is booked at Royal Oak for all at 7pm (your cost and selection) 
 
Saturday Lunch is Platters at Patrick 
Saturday Tea is booked at Prince of Wales for 12 at 7pm (your selection) and Pipers Restaurant 
(Banks Thargo Jon & Heather Kidman are attending) 

Sunday Lunch at Raidis is Pizza (have ordered Vegetarian)  

Breakfast is supplied to your rooms as continental, tea/coffee, toast, spreads, cereal, milk supplied 

To Finalise food could with any allergies / anyone vegetarian please return email 

The Club needs to pay for this trip on 3rd Oct SO PAY YOUR FINAL COSTS TO THE CLUB BANK 
ACCOUNT BY 15th Sept. please. $220 each. With single room supplement $270 each. 
AWBCA 
BSB 035-048 
Acct 0023 0040 (see front page of the newsletter) 
Any questions, please contact the organizer Gavin Pennell 0412207107 
 

details courtesy of Judy Viner
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Topic: Vintage, non-vintage and reserve wines in champagne 

In brief: After many successful years in business, Kaaren turned her analytical and creative brain to the 

pursuit of Champagne, both drink and place. The exploration of the science and art of champagne, and 

visiting and living in Champagne for extended periods, resulted in the 2016 publication of the acclaimed 

work, Champagne – A Tasting Journey 

2020 Winner of the International Gourmand Food and Wine Book Awards Best of the Best Books of the past 
25 Years Third impression of Champagne – A Tasting Journey printed in Champagne 
2017   Winner of the International Gourmand Food and Wine Book Awards for Best French Wine Book. Third 
impression of Champagne – A Tasting Journey printed in Champagne. 
2016   Published Champagne – A Tasting Journey, 448 pages, deluxe 4-part soft cover, 44 chapters 
encompassing history, production, terroir, style, the structure of the industry and the people. With original 
maps, illustrations, photos, diagrams and flow charts. Guided tastings with each chapter build knowledge with 
enjoyment. Suitable for beginners as well as the more experienced. After selling out at the launch in Reims, the 
work was reprinted a second time. 
2014 Lived in Reims, Champagne. Invested into the Ordre des Côteaux de Champagne as a Dame-Chevalier. 
2010 Vin de Champagne Awards Certificate of Merit 
2008 ongoing 
Blogger 
Writer 
Financial portfolio management 
2007 – present Member, and subsequently tutor, Springfield Champagne Group; Champagne Educator 
2002 – 2008 Fellow of Australian Institute of Company Directors (FAICD) 
1998 – 2007 Property developments, Glenelg, South Australia 
1986 – 2008 Founder, then C.E.O., finally Executive Chairman of the Board of Specialist Computer Supplies Pty. 
Ltd.  (later Officematrix Pty Ltd)., the second largest Australian owned computer supplies and stationery 
company, with offices and warehouses in Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, and Adelaide, and a sales office in 
Canberra. Quality Assured to ISO 9002 1994. Over 100 staff.  Sales >$30m per annum.  Number 85 in Business 
Review Weekly’s list of Fastest Growing Companies in Australia in 1997, number 44 in 1998, number 32 in 
1999. 
Corporate sale of business to multi-national Corporate Express (Staples) in 2006. Holding company wound up 
in 2008. 
1997 – 2006 Founding director of Krypton Discs, retailer of new and second-hand music CDs DVDs and music 
paraphernalia at Glenelg, South Australia. Permanent Staff 5, Casual Staff: approximately 20. Sales per annum 
$2 million. 
A second Krypton store opened in the Mitcham Shopping Centre, South Australia, in November 1999. 
Business successfully sold via management buy-out. 
2002 – 2006 Non-executive director Leisureco Australia (management of swimming education and leisure 
centres Australia wide). Resignation due to impending retirement. 
2004 – 2006 Founding non-executive director Leisureco New Zealand (management of recreation centres and 
swimming pools in New Zealand). Resignation after completion of start-up project. 
1992 – 1994 Sales and Marketing Manager, Specialist Magnetics Pty Ltd, a successful exporter to Europe, Asia 
and U.S.A., of Australian designed and manufactured magnetic testing equipment. Personally responsible for 
the successful sale of firm’s products and intellectual property to Trace Mountain, California, USA in 1994. 
1997 – 1998 Board Member State Opera of South Australia Board Member State Opera Ring Corporation 
1995 – 1998 Committee Member and Honorary Treasurer of the Friends of the State Opera 
2000 – present Foundation Member Art Gallery of South Australia Sponsor/ Member of Council of Benefactors 
State Opera of South Australia Member and Foundation Donor Port Power Football Club Member, Friends of 
the State Opera Member, Port Adelaide Football Club Donor: The Red Cross, Unicef, the Royal Adelaide 
Hospital, State Theatre Company of South Australia, Adelaide Symphony Orchestra, Smith Family Edu-Cate, 
Stirling Library, State Library, St. Vincent de Paul, Co-Opera. 
1996 – 2016 Private endangered species sanctuary, Adelaide Hills. 
Prior to 1986: Teacher – Adelaide, London, Sydney (1969 – 1976) Agriculture (1976 – 1984) 
Education: University of Adelaide, Wattle Park Teachers’ College, Australian Institute of Company Directors 
Interests: Champagne, Cuisine, Dining, Fine Wines, Entertaining, Travel, Reading, Opera and Classical Music, 
Walking, Live Theatre, Cinema 

September Speaker Biography – Kaaren Palmer
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